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SCHEDULED EVENTS
Feb. 3-Mar. 17

Online Boat Handling Course

Mar. 9

ExCom meeting

Mar. 13

Mar. 16
Mar. 20
Mar. 27&April 3

Virtual District 16 Conference & Change of Watch

Annual squadron business meeting.
Charting Your Way (New member Orientation)
American Boating Course (ABC), Saturdays

April 13

ExCom meeting

April 15

Speaker meeting

April 14-May 26

Boat Handling course, Wednesday evenings

May 8

Shrimping Seminar

May 11

ExCom meeting

May 13

Speaker meeting

SHIP’S STORE has it’s own page on our websitefound under the ABOUT tab.

Di stric t 16
U ni te d S ta te s
S ai l a nd Powe r Squadron

Kathy Felker’s store is located in this building
CleverKathy Designs
128 S First St / PO Box 413
La Conner, WA 98257
425-301-2528
info@CleverKathyDesigns.com

FROM YOUR SQUADRON COMMANDER,
PAT WATERS, JN
THE STATE OF THE SQUADRON, MARCH, 2021
ANOTHER LEAP FORWARD!! Thanks to Steve’s excellent skills
as our Education Officer, we are off and running, teaching our
first online Boat Handling course! Jennifer did excellent work
advertising this course and we had 17 students sign up! The
course is taught each Wednesday evening for six weeks. Great
instruction is provided by Monem, Jerry Liggett, Steppe, Jennifer, Bob, Jerry Bass and me. Fred and I also
taught an online Suddenly in Command free seminar to several dozen students. We are now in the process
of scheduling classes and seminars for this spring.
MORE GREAT NEWS! Last month we had 72 members. We now are up to 83 members and climbing! We
have recruited 11 new members in the last month, thanks to Steve and Hiller! Every member is vital to our
continuing success. Remember, with your membership we are saving lives out on the water by providing
boating education. A critical need right now with the number of new boat owners our on the water this
year. Please remember to renew your membership when it becomes due. See Hiller, our Membership
Officer, if you have any questions regarding amount or procedure.
This is the synergetic effect that leads to great results when people work closely together with a common
purpose! Expect great things in the future!!
Since we have all these new members, we are in desperate need for trained mentors! That means you!
We need more of you to volunteer to be mentors! It is easy, fun, and rewarding! I will teach another
online Mentor Training Workshop again as soon as I have 10 or more new volunteers. Please send me an
email and tell me you are interested! Our new members need you!
In other good news, Bob, our Admin Officer signed up another exciting speaker for February! Nick Geller
was not only awesome, has huge background and experience, but is young and happens to be Jennifer’s
son! His achievements in the maritime industry were truly remarkable! Since we are having our annual
business meeting in March, there will be no invited speaker. Instead, you get to listen to me!
By now you should have all received information on the proposed bylaw changes, proposed budget for the
upcoming fiscal year, and the proposed list of new officers for our squadron. Please review each of these
carefully. You will be asked at the March annual business meeting on Tuesday, March 16, to vote on each
of these. It will be a virtual meeting. Details will follow early in March. However, you will want to attend!
No free pizza this year but you are in for a real surprise you will not want to miss!
Speaking of new officers, the list of those committing to serve and proposed by the nominating committee
consisting of Hiller and Jennifer is attached. As you can see, there is several positions we need to still fill.
Please volunteer. You will find it a rewarding experience! This is a volunteer organization. If you do not
volunteer, we will cease to exist. Contact Shawn to volunteer!
Continue on next page
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We also formed a Budget Committee as required by our Bylaws to develop a budget for the upcoming
year. It has been approved by ExCom and is now scheduled for your approval at the upcoming annual business meeting. Committee members were Shawn, Steve, Bob, and Mike. Great job!
We now need to train new instructors for our classes, as well as recertify our existing instructors. Please
let Steve Pye know if you would like to volunteer to be an instructor in our courses and seminars. It is easy
to do, extremely fun, rewarding and up to you what you want to teach. We have all the tools you need to
make it a success.
Please add the District Spring Conference & Change of Watch to your calendar. It will be on Saturday,
March 13 and virtual, of course. A good chance to see your district in action! The schedule can be found on
page 12.
Thanks to my talented wife, Sue, our website has won another Distinctive Communication award for this
past year! Awesome!
Finally, due to our large number of new members, I am planning to conduct another Charting your Way/
New Member Orientation on Saturday, March 20. Let me know if you are interested! We will be sending
out more details soon.

As I write this, the number of people in our county testing positive is still growing in spite of the vaccinations. Getting through this pandemic and recovering is very dependent on people helping people, especially on our island. We all need empathy, courage, persistence, and resilience. Please call your fellow members frequently and stay in touch with them. Quarantine can become a lonely exercise without others in
your life.

Stay warm, stay well, stay safe.
Pat

ADMINISTRATION OFFICER
BOB MCCRARY
There is no virtual speaker meeting in March. As many of you already know, we reserve this month for
Squadron business. I am still working on lining up future speakers, so please look for announcements on
the schedule in the March Spindrift. As we ease out of the pandemic (hopefully by summer) we will solicit
member input on future online and in-person events.
Enjoy all this increased sunlight we are receiving as we approach the spring Equinox!
Bob
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FROM THE DESK OF OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICER
SHAWN HAUGEN
Well campers, it’s that time again. Time to start thinking about those little projects
we need to get our boats ship shape. I mean winter can’t last forever can it? I for
one can’t wait for spring to get here. And it would have been well on its way if not
for that stupid Punxsutawney Phil! I’m seriously considering starting a Go Fund Me
to pay a hitman and take care of that little rodent once and for all. I digress. I
know the weather stinks but one day we’ll open our doors to sunshine and seventy. Snowflakes are pretty
until they all start ganging up on you. We all found that out. But this isn’t Alaska where it snowed on me
one Fourth of July! Seriously. I was riding four wheeler‘s camping when it started snowing. I had ridden
halfway up the mountain and was just sitting there glassing mountain goats when the system rolled through.
I remember thinking you got to be kidding me. I’m semi confident that won’t happen here. So I’m tackling a
few of my annual projects at least the ones I can do inside.
Every year I condition my lead acid batteries. This involves putting
them on a high amp charge for 15 minutes followed by an hour
cool down repeated 3 or 4 times. (I’ve actually brought batteries
back from the dead doing this). But I find once a year keeps them
fresh and performing optimally. Understand care should be taken
while doing this. And if you’re not a professional then I suggest hiring one. Batteries are at their most dangerous when they are both
charging and discharging (under load). That’s when hydrogen gas
develops so the cell caps must be removed and the batteries well
vented! Does it work you ask? Well the batteries in my boat are
over eight years old and they load test perfect. Of course I also
have them on a 90 day preventative maintenance cycle where I top
off the cells with distilled water and clean the terminals. Anyway I
hope this gets you excited to start thinking of what projects you’d
like to get done before spring officially hits. Because I promise. It’s
coming!!
Cheers, Shawn
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EDUCATION OFFICER
LT/C STEVE PYE , AP
There has been a lot of pent-up demand for boating education, as people discover ways of safely getting
themselves educated to better and more safely enjoy boating. We have heard the call and are offering a virtual learning experience opportunity to satisfy the demand. The significant increase in enrollment in these
virtual classes, compared to the enrollment in our previous in-person classes, is probably led by this opportunity, but I believe it is also led by the convenience of virtual learning – no driving and instruction is recorded, which provides a back‑up for those with a conflict. What is missing in virtual learning is the personal oneon-one training and social interaction that can take place in a classroom setting. After Covid19, I believe
there will be a demand for both in-person and virtual learning. We, as a squadron, need to be ready for that
change and find teaching methods that will support both.
The squadrons in District 16 have agreed to cooperate when offering classes, which will provide more access
to classes for all members. An example from our own experience may be the easiest way to explain this.
DPSPS did not have a Piloting Course scheduled in the near future, but one of our members wanted to take
piloting now. However, Everett was offering a piloting class, so they became the host squadron for teaching
our member piloting and we became the guest squadron who were sponsoring him. Everett provides the
virtual instruction and DPSPS enrolls our student in a DSPS Piloting Course that mirrors Everett’s course. As
the guest squadron, we collect the fees, order the test and proctor the exam for our student. The host
squadron, Everett in this case, provides the virtual learning by reserving a space for our student in their virtual classroom.
If you, as a member of our squadron, want to take a class or seminar that we are not offering, or do not offer
at a time convenient for you, find the class somewhere in the district. To do that, log onto the USPS National
Site and click on Finding a Boating Course. This will bring up a search page, which allows you to choose between Seminars and Advanced Course. Select which you want to search for. Start by selecting Maximum
Distance = 100 miles and Maximum Displayed = 50 and see what is available locally. If you don’t find what
you want, go back and click on ignore distance, but some of those will be outside District 16. We can still
contact the squadron and see if they are willing to cooperate. For instance, Everett had one piloting student
from Chicago.
Currently, we have completed an ABC class. We had 17 enroll, but one dropped prior to the start of the classes. 16 completed the class and 16 passed the test. A Partner in Command Seminar was given for free with
over 30 students. Our current class, Boat Handling, has 18 registered students and two of the six classes
have been conducted. All of these students have resulted in 11 new members, 6 from the ABC class, 2 from
Partner in Command and 3 from Boat Handling. Kudo’s to our instructors Steppe, Jerry L, Monem, Pat, Jen,
Bob, Fred, and Jerry B, whose shining example brought these 11 people into our Squadron.
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BOAT SAFETY
JERRY LIGGETT
A couple of months ago we discussed communications in an emergency situation. During that article we
discussed all the ways we could get help with the use of a cell phone. The cell phone is an amazing tool and
in the future is will likely be even better.

BUT
Cell phones are great as long as you are within close proximity of a cell tower. If that is your only communication device, you may have no other options.

The reality is, the world wide accepted emergency tool for recreational boaters, is the marine radio (VHF
Radio) . In this article we will explore the use of the VHF Radio for emergencies. Remember, you can never
have too many options. So keep the Cell Phone close and charged.
U.S. Coast Guard monitors VHF Channel 16, 24 hours a day. Every channel on VHF radio has a specific purpose. Channel 16 is for hailing and distress messaging only. It is meant to be monitored all the time (by all
boaters), while underway to assist in emergencies if necessary, to hear Coast Guard alerts for weather and
hazards or restrictions to navigation, and to hear another vessel hailing you. This channel should never be
used for casual conversation or performing a radio check. Please keep in mind that you could (without
even knowing it) be preventing someone from reaching help in a disaster.
When you really need help, MAYDAY is the phrase we use.
Please keep in mind that the Mayday call is only for situations in which life or property is in immediate
danger. It is not for calling for help if you've run out of fuel, unless you are in imminent danger (e.g., in a
channel without an anchor and without alternative propulsion about to go up on rocks). When you call
mayday, you are setting the search and rescue operations into immediate action. If you run out of fuel, run
aground, or have an engine problem that is not an immediate threat, hail your towing service or the local
coast guard for referral to the local towing service.
You may also consider issuing a SECURITE warning to other vessels. If you perceive danger but it's either
not identifiable or not imminent, you may issue a PAN PAN which gets everyone to listen up for further
updates. So the sequence of radio distress calls is as follows:
Least threatening: Securite, securite, securite (you are towing someone and have restricted maneuverability and you want all others to avoid you or to let you know if there's a potential issue).
Moderately threatening: Pan pan, pan pan, pan pan (you have grounded and believe you may be taking on
water slowly or are a hazard to navigation)
Immediate danger and distress: MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY (your ship is going down, you've lost someone overboard, your vessel is being smashed on rocks, etc.) Immediate danger and distress: Mayday,
mayday, mayday (your ship is going down, you've lost someone overboard, your vessel is being smashed on
rocks, etc.)

Continue on next page
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It’s a good idea to review the official US Coast Guard publication titled "Radio Information For Boaters." The
link is below. This is a one-page printable publication and would b e a good idea to add to your boat documents.
1. https://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=mtBoater
2. Visit http://www.navcen.uscg.gov for up-to-date information about designated USCG marine services
and frequencies.
3. A printable list of VHF frequencies and their uses by the US Power Squadrons / Americas Boating Club.
https://www.usps.org/lc/redwood/education/vhf_channels.htm
I hope this helps if and when the need arises.
Happy Safe Boating
Jerry Liggett
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MESSAGE FROM
PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MARKETING
JENNIFER GELLER
Greetings from southern California and Dana Point Harbor. In the
background is the headland of Dana Point, which is named after
Richard Henry Dana, Jr, author of Two Years Before the Mast. The
book is his memoir about a two-year sea voyage from Boston to
California starting in 1834.
To borrow from Wikipedia, “The headland bluffs
near Mission San Juan Capistrano presented an obstacle to taking
the cow hides to the beach for subsequent loading onto the ship. So
Dana, along with others of the Pilgrim's and later Alert's crews,
tosses the hides from the bluffs, which he compared to flying a kite
without a string. Some hides get stuck part way down the cliff and
Dana is lowered with ropes to retrieve them. The headlands, along
with the adjacent present day city, took on Dana's name as Dana
Point.”
So while I’m not missing the bout of snow, wind and rain hitting our fair islands, the DPSPS is never far
from mind. I’m taking the Boat Handling class, which meets via Zoom every Wednesday evening. Last week,
Jerry Liggett unraveled the mysteries of docking and undocking, and last night’s class by Monem included
handling seas and waves, understanding the currents’ and winds’ effects on inlets (think Deception Pass), and
running a range. And thanks to this class, I now know what “following seas” are! This class is pure gold. No
where else can you get this training and perspective from skilled boaters.
I also sat in on some of the conference sessions from the America’s Boating Club Virtual Annual
Meeting (VAM) and realized what a great value our squadron membership is. One seminar was on the new
America’s Boating Club app. Download it on your phone … it is priceless. There is a compass that automatically sends your position (longitude, latitude, speed, bearing) to whomever you want. There is an emergency
on-board reference, boating references on tide charts, navigation lights and flags, marine safety …. All at your
fingertips. Basically, a lot of what we learned in ABC but can’t remember all details. National is also coming
out with a lap-top version of their virtual on-the-water trainer (BSVT). https://americasboatingclub.org/
learn/educational-resources/boating-skills-virtual-trainer that allows you to boost your boating skills and
confidence in a safe environment. Keep your eyes on the lookout for this … it looks like great fun as well as
useful.
Jen Geller
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PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS-BOB & APRIL LEDER
My name is Robert (Bob) Leder and I am a new member of DPSPS. My wife (April) and I recently moved to
Washington State in the Skyline neighborhood, after having retired last year. My wife and I were both born
in California. We have been married for forty years. I was a policeman in Los Angeles - California for eighteen years, retiring on an injury in 1993. While I was recovering, I did bodyguard work for celebrities until
1999. Then my wife's father who lived in Utah became seriously ill, and we moved to Utah to help with his
care. I then worked for the Salt Lake County Sheriff's for twenty years until January 1, 2020 when I retired.
My wife was an elementary school teacher, and she retired on the last school day of May 2020. My wife and
I have three daughters, and I have a son from a prior marriage. We have ten grandkids. We love the area,
however I have no boating experience. I completed the Washington State boating course, and I am taking
the zoom course currently to advance my knowledge. Our goal is to eventually get a small boat so we can do
some local fishing and crabbing.
My oldest daughter (Harmony) has two twin girls (Wren and Roux) that are two years old. They came to
visit after we got settled in here. Both are mischief makers, but Wren loves testing the limits. After being
told repeatedly by grandpa to not touch something, she looked me straight in the eye and reached over and
touched it again. I stood up - and she said: “I be good, honey”. To this day when we skype, or Facebook video little Wren calls me “honey”. My daughter tells me: “You are the only one she calls honey”. Must be my
animal magnetism.
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MORE NEW MEMBERS, PLEASE WELCOME - MONICA AND JAY KIDDER
We are practicing retiring but not there yet. We love to boat and have several canoes, kayaks, a drift boat
and we are repowering our old 24’ Glasply. As I said at a class meeting one evening, we are waiting for our
ship to come in and then use the 24 footer as our tender. Hmmm!
We have boated all of our lives and I used to commercial fish in the summers when I was in college. I have
taken a couple of classes and studied the COLREGs (I almost sat the 6-pack charter exam but never did) and I
am somewhat rusty. Monica is learning from scratch and we are getting prepared for this season from the
boat overhaul being ready for sea trials to getting our shrimp gear in working order.
Monica works at the Oak Harbor Schools District as a Physical Therapist and I run a one-person Civil Engineering Consulting office at our home in Coupeville. I am a Fisheries Biologist and a Civil Engineer and call
myself a Fisheries Engineer. I work all across the state and west coast and Alaska doing fish passage, river
hydraulics and stream restoration type work. Back a few years I was doing a lot of Private Non-Profit fish
hatchery facilities in Alaska.
We are really enjoying the classes you are offering and look forward to getting out and boating more and
getting to know you all.
Thank You,

Jay S. Kidder, PE, P.Eng
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RICK AND SARAH REEVES ARE EXCITED TO BECOME A PART OF THE DPSPS
yes MORE NEW MEMBERS THIS MONTH!
Sarah is a native Washingtonian and was raised in and around Aberdeen and Longview. After completing her
Medical Technology and Public Health degrees at WSU, she moved to La Jolla, CA for a hospital internship
and eventual employment. Rick is a native of Southern California, and moved to San Diego following his
Geography and Environmental Studies degrees at UC Santa Barbara. In 1984 Sarah and Rick met and were
married; they remained in San Diego until 1998, when they moved to Santa Barbara. During these years
they made regular visits to the Puget Sound region to visit Sarah's parents (avid power boaters), in Gig
Harbor, and of course fell in love with the Pacific Northwest (actually, Sarah was already in love with the
area).
In 2017, Sarah and Rick moved to Anacortes to be close to Sarah's aging parents; they are now
permanent A-Town residents and are working to become a productive part of the community.
Of course, not long after arriving in the PNW, Rick and Sarah acquired a boat: A 1941 Chris-Craft Sedan
Cruiser Take a tour: https://classicyacht.org/boats/swietenia
She is moored at La Conner; waiting for Rick complete his postgraduate mariner's education. In pursuit of
this, Rick encountered the USPS curriculum. Which brings this story full-circle.
We look forward to meeting, boating, and learning with and from you all!
Rick and Sarah Reeves
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District 16 Spring Conference and Change of Watch
Saturday, 13 March 2021
Virtual via ZOOM
Mark your calendars for the Spring Conference & Change of Watch. An
abbreviated agenda is provided below.

Agenda:
0900-0930 – Opening Ceremonies 09300950 – Meeting (Administrative)
0950-1005 – Chief Commander’s Message
1005-1035 – Bridge Officer Reports
1035-1045 – Stretch break
1045-1055 – Old Business
1055-1130 – New Business
1130-1140 – Stretch break
1140-1210 – Awards
1210-1240 – Change of Watch Ceremonies
Good of the Order
Adjourn
The Zoom link will be sent out closer to the Conference date.
Questions? Contact D/C Craig Brown at craig.a.brown2@boeing.com
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED OFFICERS
2021-2022
On behalf of the Nominating Committee, we would like to forward the following names/positions for the oncoming year:
Commander Shawn Haugen
Executive Officer vacant
Administrative Officer Bob McCrary
Education Officer Pat Waters
Treasurer Steve Pye
Secretary vacant
Public Relations and Marketing Jennifer Geller
At Large Position no. 1 Jim Wagner
At Large Position no. 2 Mark Casteel
At Large Position no. 3 vacant
At Large Position no. 4 vacant

Submitted by,
Hiller West & Jennifer Geller
Nominating Committee Members

WATCH FOR OUR FLYER THAT WILL
ENTICE YOU TO ‘SHOW UP’
To our March Business Meeting

LET’S STAY CONNECTED WITH OUR BOATING PARTNERS OAK HARBOR YACHT CLUB
https://www.ohyc.org/ Oak Harbor Yacht Club website
https://www.ohyc.org/newsletter Oak Harbor Yacht Club newsletters
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BRIDGE OFFICERS 2020-2021
Commander
Executive Officer
Educational Officer
Assistant Educational Officers
Administrative Officer
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership Officer
Public Relations & Marketing Officer
Safety Officer
SERAT Officer

Pat Waters, JN - frenchsailor@comcast.net
Shawn Haugen, shawnhaugen@me.com
Lt/C Steve Pye, AP
Reg A White, P
Bob McCrary, S - mccrary09@gmail.com
VACANT
Lt/Cdr Mike McGill, S - MikeMcGill@comcast.net
Lt Hiller West, S—hillerwest@cs.com
Lt Jennifer Geller—geller.jen@gmail.com
Jerry Ligget, P—jligget4@hotmail.com
Bill Coltrin—bjcoltrin@gmail.com

Members at Large
Fred Lemke, JN - flemke@hotmail.com
P/Cdr Mark Casteel, AP - 1969boat@gmail.com
P/Lt/Cdr Jim Wagner, AP - jawaners@yahoo.com
Chaplain
Newsletter Editor
Webmaster
Facebook

Joy Brent, AP - joy.brent1@yahoo.com
Sue Waters - slowwaters@gmail.com
Sue Waters
Paula Mihok - tpmihok@gmail.com

If you have an agenda item, please contact the squadron commander Pat Waters, five (5)
days prior to the meeting date so that it can be included.
To connect with these members, simply click on their name and you will be directed to
writing an email to them.

A NOTE FROM YOUR EDITOR

This is your newsletter to distribute information that pertains to your
squadron, District 16 squadrons and national headquarters. Reminders are
sent out on the 20th of each month prior to publishing the next edition, to the
Executive Officers. Input by the 27th will be appreciated.
Together we can communicate opportunities to further our knowledge with
upcoming classes and events that will facilitate time out on the
Salish Seas.
Please feel free to send me your photos you would like to share to help
illustrate this newsletter. Thank you in advance for your contributions.

Spindrift Editor: Sue Waters: slowwaters@gmail.com
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